terminal, but not self-renewing asymmetric divisions. To test this hypothesis, we used the Cre-loxP system to conditionally inacti- 
In Drosophila, the polarity cues controlling the axis formation of the adult fly are asymmetrically distributed in the oocyte, a process depending on the microtubule (MT) network. In order to identify new genes controlling the oocyte polarity, a genetic screen after mutagenesis has been done in the laboratory.
In one of the mutants identified, that we named mercury, the posterior determinant oskar mRNA and the nucleus were strongly mislocalised. In the Drosophila germline, the germ cells are sur- LGN functions as a Gai-GDP sensor that changes conformation and is able to recruit NuMA only above a certain threshold of cortical Gai-GDP concentration. In absence of these molecules, spindle rotation is lost or erratic and the plane of division is randomized. We propose that a gradient of Gai-GDP is formed within the overall homogeneous cortical Gai distribution.
A peak of Gai-GDP on the lateral cell cortex is used as a cue to define the progressively narrower rings of Gai, Gai-GDP/LGN and 
